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‘  The  Black  Fever. 

The  most  sorrowful  period  in  Carbondale  s  history 
was  during  the  winter  of  1863-64  when  the  plague  of 
black  fever  settled  upon  the  city.  It  began  about 
December  1  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  following 
April.  The  winter  was  an  open  one  and  yet  as  soon 
as  spring  came  the  plague  passed  away.  No  satisfac- 
Tory  reason  for  its  appearance  or  disappearance  has 
ever  been  given.  The  disease  was  most  pre\alent  in 
the  latter  part  of  February.  For  the  week  ending 
January  30  there  were  38  interments  and  in  the  week 
ending  February  6th  there  were  33.  In  all  there  were 

400  deaths  in  the 
city.  The  ravages 
of  the  disease  were 
chiefly  among  the 
young.  Two  of 
the  city’s  physi¬ 
cians  stayed 
thro  tighout  this 
fearful  ordeal  and 
the  labors  of  Drs. 

R  Ottman  and 
Charles  Burr  were 
unceasing  if  not  al- 
ways  successful. 
The  D.  &  H. 
brought  two  protn- 
i  ne  nt  physicians 
here  from  New 
York,  Drs.  Draper 
and  White,  but 
rev.  t.  s.  ward.  they  stayed  only  a 

- - — ■  few  days  and  their 

coming  was  valueless.  Many  of  the  families  of  the 
town  fled  to  other  places  and  the  local  authorities 
adopted  various  measures  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  Large  quantities  of  tar  were  burned  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  square  without  any  effect.  The  disease  was  gener¬ 
ally  ushered  in  by  a  chill.  The  average  duration  of 
the  fata'  cases  was  about  4»  hours.  In  the  few  post 
mortem  examinations  made  intense  congestion  of  the 
blood  vessels  of  the  brain  were  found.  Rev.  P.  S. 
Ward,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  was  unceas¬ 
ing  in  his  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  finally  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  disease  on  February  13.  He  came  here 
in  1 85 1  and  the  present  church  is  a  monument  to  his 
work  although  the  dedication  did  not  occur  until 
August  31st,  [865,  eighteen  months  after  his  death. 
A  tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  church  erected  by  the 
children  of  the  Sabbath  school  is  a  token  of  the  esti¬ 
mation  in  which  he  was  held.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
when  the  collections  for  special  purposes  ran  short  he 
would  make  them  up  himself. 
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